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cover their tendency too plainly to leave us the power of
applauding* thorn, without an open declaration of our own
impotence, or disregard for tho welfare oflhe publiek,

The complaints of the people are already clamorous, and
their discontent open and universal; and surely the voice
of the people ought, at least, to awake us to an examina-
tion of their condition. And though wo {should not imme-
diately condemn those whom they oonsurn and detent, as
the authors of their miseries, we ought, at leant, to priy so
much regard to tho accusation of the whole community,
as not to reject it without inquiry, as a suspicion merely
chimerical.

Whether these complaints and suspicions, my lords, pro-
ceed from real injuries and imminent dangers, or from false
accusations and groundless terrours, they equally deserve
the attention of this house, whose groat care in the happi-
ness of tho people : people equally worthy of your tender-
ness and regard, whether they are betrayed by ono party
or another; whether they are plundered by the advocates
of the administration, under pretence of supporting the go-
vernment, or affrighted with unreasonable clamours by the
opponents of the court, wider tho specious appearance of
protecting liberty. Tho people, my lords, are in either
case equally miserable, and deserve oqually to be rescued
from distress.

By what method, my lords, can this be oflected, but by
some publiek assurance from tin* house, that tho transac-
tions of the nation shall ao longer be concealed in impe-
netrable secrecy; that moasurea shall bo no longer ap-
proved without examination; that publiek evils shall be
traced to thoir causes; and that disgrace, which thay have
hitherto brought upon the publiek, shall fall for tho future
only upon the authors of them.

Of giving this assurance, and of quieting by it the cla-
mours of the people; clamours which, whether just or not,
are too formidable to be slighted, and too loud not to he
heard, we have DOW the most proper opportunity before m
The address which tha practice of our ancestors requires
us to make to his majesty, may give us occasion of express-